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Libertarian coalition 
made up of odds, ends 


Times-Post Service 
SAN FRANCISCO — A visitor 
to the lobby of the Sheraton- 
Palace Hotel here Thursday 
could be excused for thinking he 
had stumbled into a convention 


for either gays, prostitutes, 
feminists, conservative 
businessmen, peaceful anar- 


chists, political activists — or all 
of the above. 

What he was seeing was the 
opening session in a_ national 
convention being held this week 
by the Libertarian Party, a still 
young and still struggling 
st pahe party made up of true 

lievers in the concept that 
government is best which 

governs least. 

When the political left and the 
political right meet, it un- 
doubtedly will be in the neigh- 
borhood of the Libertarian Party 

“From the outside, I guess this 
looks liker a crazy coalition," 
said the party's national chair- 
man, Edward H. Crane III of San 
Francisco. ‘‘But there’s a real 
espirit de corps, even among the 
gays and the conservative 
business types.”’ 

What apparently molds that 

_ espirit is a simple philosophy on 
which Libertarians base their 
political views 

“We believe in the right of each 


individual to lead his or her life in 
the way that individual chooses, 
just so long as you respect the 
right of others to do the same,” 
Crane said. 

For that reason, the party has 
invited a mixed hag of speakers 
to address it this week on a mixed 
bag of topics ranging from gay 
rights to tax resistance. 

Among the scheduled speakers 
are a noted political maverick 
and former Democratic 
presidential candidate, Eugene 
McCarthy; Timothy Leary, the 
one-time sultan of LSD who now 
advocates interplanatery 
migration; Margo St. James, a 
leading advocate for the 
decriminalization of prostitution, 
and Doug Hoiles, who bills 
himself as a ‘‘tax revolt ac- 
tivist.”’ 

When Leary was asked by a 
reporter Thursday if he was a 
member of the Libertarian 
Party, he quickly replied, ‘I tend 
to join any party — as long as its 
fun.”’ 

By the admission of their own 
leaders, it is ‘“‘awfully remote” 
that the Libertarian Party will 
become a_ strong national 
political force anytime in the 
near future. 

There are a ‘‘lot of oxen that 
get gored’’ when talk turns to 


abolishing such things as 
Medicare and the public schools, 
Crane admitted. 

Still, the party bills itself as the 
‘party of principle,’ the in- 
ference being that the two major 
powers — Democrats and 
Republicans — have little or none 
of that, and it hopes that by 1984 it 





can field a genuine presidential | 


threat. 

The irony of 1984 as a target 
date is not lost on party mem- 
bers, who know that year nor- 
mally is associated with George 
Orwell’s famous novel, which 
promises more, not less, 
government 


In its basic form, the Liber- 
tarian view, according to Crane, 
is that government should func- 
tion only to provide essential 
services such as police protection 
and national defense and courts 
to handle disputes. 


Otherwise, said Crane, 
Libertarians believe government 
should stay out of people's lives, 
and that means Libertarians 
oppose government controls over 
personal behavior, such as 
prostitution and gambling, and 
also oppose gun controls, 
wiretapping, censorship, the 
increasing bureaucracy and 
taxes. 
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Rebels 
down 
airplane 


JOHANNESBURG 
South Africa (UPI) 
-Anti-government 
Angolan guerrillas have 
shot down_a Soviet-made 
plane near the Angola- 


South-West Africa 
border, killing all 30 
persons aboard, the 
Johannesburg 
newspaper Beeld said 
today 


The newspaper gave 
no source for the report, 
but said the incident 
occurred Thursday at 
the Angolan town of 
Cuangar “before the 
eyes of several residents 
of South-West Africa 

Cuangar lies on the 
Angolan side of the 
Kavango River where it 
forms the boundary 
between South-West 
Africa (also known as 
Namibia) and Angola, a 
stone's throw from 
Kuring Kuru, a village 
on the South-West Africa 
side 

The newspaper, 

juoting witnesses, said 
the plane was a Russian 
Antonov 24. The craft is a 
44-seat twin turbo-prop 
transport designed for 
short takeoffs 

The Soviet Union has 
supplied Angola with 
arms since the civil war 
broke out in that country 
about (wo years ago. The 
weaponry included tanks 
and aircraft 

Beeld said among the 
30 dead were the Cuban 
pilot and a number of 
Angolan government 
soldiers 

Angola today charged 
that South African troops 
shot down the plane and 
threatened to take 
reprisals against South 
African prisoners held in 
Luanda 

A communique 
transmitted by the 
Angolan news agency 
ANGOP, monitored in 
Lisbon, said the plane 
was hit by gunfire 
Tuesday as it landed at 
Cuangar and that the 
crash killed 12 persons 
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‘Squeaky’ Fromme transferred 


ALDERSON, W.Va. (UPI) —A 
newly renovated maximum 
security facility at the Federal 
Corrections Institute for Women 
here received its first notorious 
guest Thursday night with the 


California in September, 1975 

Ms. Fromme, who has been 
transferred from a San Diego 
prison, arrived at Alderson in a 
blue federal van along with five 
other woman prisoners at 8:23 


has spent $50,000 in the last few 
months to prepare Davis Hall for 
the arrival of what prison of- 
ficials term a new breed of 
violent, hardcore women 
criminals. 





Monterey Peninsula 
Sonta Cruz Metropoliten Transit 
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arrival of Lynette “Squeaky pm Among the 15 to 20 new con- 

Fromme All six will be housed in Davis victs expected at Alderson are 

The slight, frail-looking Hall, the only long term Charleston native Sara Jane 

abolishing such things Charles Manson follower was maximum security prison for Moore, who was also convicted of 

Medicare and the public schools, convicted of trying to assassinate women in the country trying to assassinate Gerald 
Crane admitted former President Gerald Ford in The Federal Bureau of Prisons Ford in September, 1975. 
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